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James Liao, ’00, is a senior aeronautical engineer with 
Lockheed Martin Aeronautics in Fort Worth, Texas. 
Previously, he worked for Goodrich Sensor Systems in 
Burnsville, Minnesota. He is a member of the air data 
group within Stability and Control that works on the 
F-35 Joint Strike Fighter.

Michael Luman, ’02, MS ’06, works for Boeing Com-
mercial Airplanes in the Loads and Dynamics group.

Isabella Sajewicz, ’06, works for Frasca International 
in Urbana as an aeronautical engineer.

Scott Tashakkor, ’06, is pursuing a master’s degree at 
the University of Alabama, Huntsville. He is working 
as a graduate research assistant on computational 
fluid dynamics, numerical methods, and acoustics. He 
reports that he is an engineer-in-training in Illinois; he 
recently passed his FE exam.

Kevin Zhou, ’06, received the 2006 Great Lakes Region 
Award of Sigma Gamma Tau, the national honor 
society for aerospace engineering. This award recog-
nized Zhou as one of the top eight seniors in aerospace 
engineering in the country, based on academic, service, 
and extracurricular accomplishments. 

Remembering Barbara Reed, AE’s 
Former Alumni Relations Coordinator
Barbara Reed, who worked for the Department of 
Aeronautical and Astronautical Engineering from 
1978 until she retired in 1994, died on November 18, 
2006, at Heritage Nursing Home in Urbana. She was 
78. Reed worked in the department as a secretary and 
became a coordinator of alumni relations and Gradu-
ate Extramural Program in 1990.

Reed was born in Freeport on January 8, 1928, 
a daughter of Wilbur and Bernita Davies Long. She 
married Richard Johnson in 1949. He preceded her 
in death. She later married Kym Reed in 1957 in 
Orlando, Florida. Survivors include a daughter, Sara 
Reed of Boulder, Colorado, and a grandchild. She was 
preceded in death by a son and a daughter.

She attended Leal Elementary School and gradu-
ated from Urbana High School in 1945. She attended 
the University of Illinois and received a bachelor’s 
degree in 1949 and a master’s degree in 1962. She was 
a member of Pi Beta Phi, Mortar Board and Phi Beta 
Kappa scholastic honorary. She had completed all 
but dissertation requirements for a doctorate in the 
Interdisciplinary Program in Graduate Education in 
the College of Education.

Reed was a teaching assistant in the Department 
of Recreation and Park Resources. She was a univer-
sity center program director at Northern Illinois Uni-
versity in DeKalb from 1964 to 1965 and a program 
director at the UI Illini Union from 1965 to 1969. She 
was a volunteer for the Compeer Program of Cham-
paign County and a member of Urbana First Presbyte-
rian Church and NAMI-IL.

Memorials may be made to the Compeer 
Program, 202 W. Park St., Champaign, IL 61820; or 
Centerpoint, 1801 Fox Drive, Champaign, IL 61824.

I N  M E M O R I A M

New Center Welcomes All Visiting Alumni...If you’re 
in Urbana for a football or basketball game, take a 
detour and visit ALUMNI CENTRAL. It‘s the new 
Alice Campbell Alumni Center at 601 S. Lincoln 
Avenue, Urbana. The center is open during the 
football and basketball seasons for alumni to drop 
in at will. Watch an away game on the wide-screen 
plasma TVs in the Bresee Lounge or take a tour of the 
center. Parking is free at nearby campus lots, and the 
popcorn is free. Visitors can also buy food and bever-
ages at the center. Go to www.uiaa.org/urbana for the 
hours of operation. Or call the Alumni Service Center 
at (800) 355-2586 for more information.
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F A C U L T Y  N E W S

Mike Bragg (’76, MS ’77) appeared in the fall 2005 
Incomplete List of Teachers Ranked as Excellent by 
their students. Other faculty members on the list 
included Bruce Conway, Gregory Elliott, Eric Loth, and 
John Prussing.

John Buckmaster was honored for his contributions to 
the Department of Aerospace Engineering and to the 
University of Illinois with a symposium and dinner 
on March 13, 2006 to mark his retirement. Special 
guest speakers at the symposium included Prof. 
Ashwani Kapila of Rensselaer Polytechnic Institute, 
Prof. David Kassoy of the University of Colorado, 
Associate Prof. Joseph Powers of Notre Dame, and 
Prof. David Mikolaitis of the University of Florida. 
Speakers at the recognition program during the 
dinner included his son Simon Buckmaster, former 
graduate student Ganesh Vedarajan (MS ’96, PhD 
’98 ME), and several faculty colleagues from the 
University.
 Buckmaster, who was trained in fluid dynamics 
and applied mathematics, worked in theoretical 
combustion for over 25 years. He co-authored two 
books on combustion and co-edited five books 
on fluid mechanics and combustion. He was 
recognized with a Senior U.S. Scientist Award from 
Germany’s Alexander von Humboldt Foundation. 
He is a Fellow of the American Physical Society, the 
United Kingdom’s Institute of Physics, and the J.S. 
Guggenheim Foundation. 
 
Bruce Conway received the Everitt Award for Teaching 
Excellence at the 2006 College of Engineering’s Honor 

Awards Convocation. The award recognizes a faculty 
member for outstanding undergraduate teaching. 

Bruce Conway, Gregory Elliott, Philippe Geubelle, and 
John Prussing were cited as excellent teachers in the 
spring 2006 Incomplete List of Teachers Ranked as 
Excellent.

Philippe Geubelle was promoted to full professor. He 
joined the department in January 1995. Geubelle also 
received a Xerox Award for Faculty Research at this 
year’s college awards convocation, one of four given 
to associate professors, honoring them for the quality 
of their academic research. 

John Prussing, Victoria Coverstone and graduate 
student Thierry Botter attended the 2006 AAS/AIAA 
Space Flight Mechanics meeting in January 2006 in 
Tampa, Florida. Alumni attending included Bob Cesa-
rone (MS ’77) of JPL, Todd Cerven (’97, MS ’99, PhD 
’03) of Aerospace Corp., and Aaron Trask (BS ’98, MS 
’00, PhD ’02) of the Naval Research Lab. Coverstone 
and Cerven each chaired a session and attended a 
technical committee meeting.

Scott White was named a University Scholar earlier 
this year. He was one of six professors at the Urbana-
Champaign campus to receive this honor. The Univer-
sity Scholars program identifies and helps to retain 
the university’s most talented faculty members. In 
April, White was invested as Aerospace Engineering’s 
first Donald Biggar Willett Professor (see story in this 
issue).

Donald Leo (’90) has been attached for the past 
year to DARPA’s Defense Sciences Office, where he 
is a program manager. Leo’s secondment will last 
another year, after which he will return to Virginia 
Polytechnic Institute and State University (Vir-
ginia Tech) in Blacksburg, where he is a professor 
in the Department of Mechanical Engineering and 
associate director of CIMMS (Center for Intelligent 
Materials).

At DARPA, Leo’s primary area of interest is 
the development of autonomous material systems 
that incorporate the ability to change their intrinsic 
properties through controlled reactivity. He is also 
the program manager for MOLDICE (Engineered 

Bio-Molecular Nano-Devices/Systems) Program, 
which focuses on developing devices based on 
ion channels that can utilize stochastic sensing 
for analyte identification. At Virginia Tech, Leo’s 
research focuses on the synthesis, modeling, and 
control of active material systems. 

He currently serves as the secretary of the 
American Society of Mechanical Engineering 
(ASME) Adaptive Structures Technical Committee. 
He has also served as the technical chair (2003) and 
general chair (2004) of the Adaptive Structures and 
Materials Symposium at the ASME winter annual 
meeting. (Editor’s note: Leo received AE’s Outstand-
ing Recent Alumnus Award in 2004.)
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Name (including maiden name)        Class year
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Company       Title

Company address 
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Other degrees: date, institution, field

News:

Please attach additional sheets if necessary.

Alumni Update Form
We’d like to hear from all of you who called the AE Department home in 

years past. Share your career news and other news with alumni/alumnae 

who went to school with you. We’re also looking for print or digital 

pictures. The resolution for electronic pictures must be at least 300 ppi. 

Mail, fax, or email your news to:

Alison Weingartner, Editor
AE Alumni Newsletter
306 Talbot Lab
104 S. Wright Street,
Urbana, IL 61801, USA
Fax: (217) 244-0720
Email: wengrtnr@uiuc.edu
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AE Advisory 
Board  
2005–2006
President: Stephen J. Hoffman
Vice President: Michael W. 

Miller

Members:
Scott D. Altman, ’81
Lee J. Archambault, ’82, MS ’84
Kenneth L. Atkins, PhD ’74
Blaine Brown, ’81
Mark Crowley, ’83
Earl Dowell, ’59, MS ’61
Steve V. Drum, ’56
Steven J. D’Urso, MS ’89
Shirley Dyke, ’91
Bruce T. Goodwin, MS ’77, 

PhD ’82
Allen T. Green, ’56
Nadya Heinrich, ’91, MS ’93
Eugene G. Hill, ’57
Stephen J. Hoffman, ’78, 

MS ’80, PhD ’84
Daniel Jensen, ’88
Gail Jonkouski, ’80
Alan B. Kehlet, ’51
Michael F. Lembeck, ’80, 

MS ’81, PhD ’91
Jerry L. Lundry, ’58, MS ’59
Robert H. Meixner, ’70
Michael W. Miller, ’76  

(AAE & EE)
George K. Muellner, ’67
Steven R. Nagel, ’69
John Rice, ’81
David R. Riley, ’77
Thomas J. Tobey, ’69
James Xerikos, ’53, MS ’56, 

PhD ’59
Rudolph N. Yurkovich, ’67, 

MS ’68

Greetings from Your Alumni  
Board President

This is my first opportunity to contribute to the Department’s newsletter 
so I have been looking through some of the past newsletters to get some 
sense of what I could contribute that would be useful to you, the readers 
— I hope you will benefit from this brief note. I have served on the 
Alumni Board since 1988 when Professor Harry Hilton was the Depart-
ment Head, and I have watched with satisfaction the evolution of the 
Department over the succeeding years. Those of you who are currently 
students can take some encouragement that the education you are receiv-
ing will serve you well in today’s aerospace industry; those of you who 
are already practicing your trade can take pride in the soon-to-be alumni 
who are following you.

I am encouraged to see the continued activity in design competitions. 
The AE Department has a long tradition of competing in and winning 
design contests, going back at least as far as the 1978 first place entry in 
the AIAA design competition for which I was the team leader. But these 
efforts have a more important purpose in that they provide those partici-
pating with valuable practical experience in a team effort that they can 
take into their first job. If you are participating in these activities, be sure 
to emphasize this fact as you interview; if you are considering participat-
ing in future teams, don’t hesitate to get involved (see related story, p. 11).

A trend that we spent some time discussing at the most recent 
Alumni Board meeting is the growing need for systems engineers. 
Systems engineering practice has existed for a number of years but the 
scope of this discipline has evolved rapidly as the understanding of its 
utility has matured and the specialty engineering that supports it makes 
its own advances. The NASA Administrator (Michael Griffin) has com-
mented several times that his organization needs now and will have a 
growing appetite for systems engineers as the Vision for Space Explo-
ration takes shape and is brought into existence over the next quarter 
century. Professor Bragg has been working on a program to address this 
need and the Alumni Board will be actively supporting this effort.

I encourage Aerospace Engineering alumni to help in the develop-
ment of our Department. Please feel free to contact me with questions or 
comments regarding the Aerospace Alumni Advisory Board (stephen.
j.hoffman@saic.com), and in particular let us know if you are inter-
ested in becoming a member of this board. And finally, please be sure to 
respond generously to the requests for contributions for the Department.

—Stephen Hoffman, ’78, MS ’80, PhD ’84

 mailto:stephen.j.hoffman@saic.com 
 mailto:stephen.j.hoffman@saic.com 
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Donors to Aerospace Engineering for 2005
It was gratifying to note that many alumni remembered Aerospace Engineering in their giving in 2005, the 60th 
anniversary of the department’s founding. Your contributions will go far towards enriching AE’s mission and 
the educational experience it offers its undergraduate and graduate students. Thank you.

Please note that when you specify “Aerospace Engineering” in your donation, this money will then be ear-
marked for this department. Note also that degree years after alumni names reflect AE degrees only.

 Individual Donors

$1–99
Stephen W. Alexander, ’85
Kenji G. Ando, ’60
Bradley C. Ashmore, ’78
Daniel B. Bain, ’88, MS ’89
Donald J. Beck, ’60
Robert H. Bellman, ’58
Edward S. Bodony, ’88
Ronald W. (’95) and Susan Bonesz
Stephen A. Bozek, ’77
Jay (’72) and Laura A. Brandenburg
Jean Bridge, ’91
Donald G. Brown, ’50
Andrew J. Burt, ’86
David L. Carroll, ’85, MS ’86, PhD ’92
James M. (’81) and Susan S. Conlin
Daniel J. Cziczo, ’92
Bohdan S. Dacko, ’67
Robert N. Deem, ’57
Jason B. Ditman, ’91, MS ’93
Donald G. Dodds, ’84
Greg H. Dohrman, ’93
John W. Donahue, ’57
James R. Downey, PhD ’92
Monica M. Doyle, ’88, MS ’91, PhD ’95
Bradley K. Drew, ’88
Robert M. Dunn, PhD ’72
Thomas J. Dziubala, ’59
Kenneth Norman Easley, ’59
Brian S. (’94) and Carolyn S. Engberg
Panayiotis L. Fardelos, ’85
Mark L. Feingold (’85) and Carol A. 

Vician
Richard E. (’66) and Ann V. Fiscus
Louis M. Forman, ’50
Steven Wesley (’84) and Andrea Mendes 

Frostholm
Richard E. Gardner, ’60, MS ’64
Donald G. Glennie, ’57
Phillip H. Godlewski, ’77
William D. Greenfield, ’52
David A. Gronewold, ’70
James D. Hansen Jr., ’66
Andrew J. Haupt, ’57

Bradley L. Hedien, ’65
Gregory D. Holm, ’78
Yu Kao Hsu, MS ’62
William H. (’60) and S. Kay Huffman
Timothy S. Hutchison, ’98
Gary W. Joseph, ’78
John S. Kirby, ’64, MS ’67, PhD ’70
David P. Konneker, ’83
George W. Kralovec, ’74
Michael Kraus
John L. Krazinski, ’72, MS ’74, PhD ’78 
John C. Lake, ’74
Mark R. Lawson, ’72
Michael J. Ledocq, ’89
Karen E. Lucke, ’88
Michael R. Mansen, ’90
Toby B. Martin, ’89, MS ’91
Karl A. Meyer, ’68
Ronald H. Miller, ’84
Lowell H. Mills, ’82
Jeffrey P. Monroe, ’70
Jack S. Moore, ’58
Robert A. Moss Jr., ’48
Donald L. Musholt, ’59
John J. Park, ’96
Bernard P. Paul Jr., MS ’80
Gerald M. Petak, ’64
Edwin J. Prior, ’65
Manthena S. Raju, PhD ’82
Sridhar M. Ramachandra, PhD ’62
John P. Rashid, ’80
Carol A. Reukauf, ’73
David L. Reuss, ’73, MS ’75, PhD ’79
Mark G. Sargent, ’88
Harry Sauerwein Jr., ’59
Mark A. Serrano, ’93
David W. Sleight, ’91
Richard E. Slovacek, ’63
Lawrence M. Smalec, ’61
Lawrence K. (’70) and Rachel A. Smiley
Robert L. Spilker, ’71 
Kevin M. Stephens, ’78
Thomas E. Stevens, ’87
Josephine A. Stieglitz, ’87
George R. Swinford, ’57
Raymond L. (’64) and Eilene Thompson

Ronald T. (’64) and Margaret L. Urbanik
Timothy R. Vear, ’72
James C. Watson, ’51
Carl Weinert, ’47
Frederick A. Wiesinger, ’86
Lisa M. (’82) and Steven D. Wilson 
John F. Winkler, MS ’93, PhD ’96
Erwin W. Wuttke, ’69
Frank W. Youkhana, ’89, MS ’92

$100–499
Paul S. Andrzejewski Jr., ’91
Joanna M. Austin
Robert H. Barnstable, ’90
James L. Beckwith, ’57
Janice Berthold, ’57
Craig R. Bolt, ’73
Jay W. Brandenburg, ’72
Michael A. Brody, ’88 
Blaine W. Brown, ’81
Matthew James Budde, ’96
Daniel J. Burns, ’82
Rodney L. and Linda B. Burton
William R. Bushelle, ’73
Stewart S. Bushman, MS ’99
James R. Campbell, ’92
Jacqueline L. Chapman, ’89
Michael J. Clemens, ’72
Lawrence H. Colliflower, ’60
Paul Tyson Couey, ’86
John M. Coyle, ’70
Mladen Curcija, ’74
Michael D. Davis, ’76
Steven V. Deal, MS ’96
Anthony L. Deley, ’85
Ronald J. Delismon, ’59
Martin C. de Wet, ’79, MS ’82
Earl H. Dowell, ’59
Daniel E. Dreger, ’90, MS ’93
Shirley J. Dyke, ’91
Cynthia J. Eslinger, ’81
Kedzie Fernholz, ’94
Bruce E. Fischer, ’65
Thomas G. (’85) and Jane A. Fischer
Jack Fisher, ’54


